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Rods, People, More People and Stories 
 

Introduction 
 
The four booklets that make up this document were the result of a collaboration at the CLA (Centre de 
Linguisitique Appliquée) of the Université de Franche-Comté, Besançon, France, where I worked as a Silent 
Way teacher of English for more than 30 years. 
 
In 1965, Caleb Gattegno published A Thousand Sentences to give low-level students accessible reading 
materials which could also act as prompts for the students to describe their own lives. At the CLA, we 
needed something at an even more basic level. Once our students had a few hours of English, the first of 
the booklets was distributed to them to reassure them that they did not need to take notes during classes; 
they would have a permanent record of the kinds of things they were saying. 
 
Four of my colleagues and I created the booklets by sitting in on one anothers’ classes to note down what 
was said. Thus we collected a variety of sentences actually used by beginners.  
 
I now know that teachers learning to use this approach can benefit from studying these readers to find out 
what kinds of sentences can be made by students in a Silent Way classroom.  
 
The first booklet, Rods, contains sentences generated during the first hours of a beginners’ course. They are 
grouped into ‘conversations’ each of which exemplifies a language structure created with Cuisenaire rods. 
They show one possible progression through the early stages of an English course, but no teacher should 
feel that language structures should be introduced in this particular order. Silent Way allows for much more 
freedom than any particular linear presentation such as this might suggest. 
 
To start the work, the teacher gives the students the word rod and gives them the names of the colours. 
Then, using rods, she creates situations about which, with her help, the students make sentences. These 
situations typically involve rods arranged on a table in front of the class. Their task is then to explore the 
language by describing what they have seen and done, manipulating the situations, instructing others to act 
with rods (giving them to each other, taking them, placing them, etc), and so on.  
 
The teacher remains silent during the class, introducing new words and constructions using the Silent Way 
word charts. Remaining ‘silent’ does not necessarily mean that she is mute; rather it means that she never 
models what she wants students to be able to say. 
 
It is worth noting that when the teacher creates a situation, the students become aware of the point that is 
being demonstrated before they are capable of expressing it. For example, once the students can describe 
single rods using colour names—a red rod—the teacher can show two, and three, rods of the same colour, 
thus launching the idea of plurality. Students whose L1 has plurality will expect to encounter a plural form. 
Other students will discover what is for them a very novel feature of English. 
 
This order of events—that students should first understand the situation before being asked to talk about 
it—is a characteristic feature of the Silent Way approach at the beginners’ level. 
 
There is a paramount rule in the Silent Way classroom: every sentence must be true. So a student who is 
holding a red rod will not be allowed to say My rod’s green. This would only lead to confusion. Similarly, a 
student sitting left of centre in the class cannot talk about the place of rods on the table in exactly the same 
way as a student sitting right of centre. What is near for one might be far for the other, for example. 
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As an exercise for teachers, I would suggest that you try to recreate the situation described in each line, 
using rods. 
 
Note that although some of my colleagues were from North America, the transcriptions are written in 
British English.  
 
To expand and explore the language, Silent Way teachers introduce alternative constructions to express a 
given situation. There are many examples below. Actual conversations are indicated by using dashes to 
introduce each speaker. 
 
Roslyn Young 
Bouclans 
December 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duo Flumina promotes the approach to teaching and learning that was initially developed by Caleb 
Gattegno (1911-1988).  
 
Charts for the Silent Way are available from https://www.pronunciationscience.com/materials/ 
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Rods 
 
 

 
 
 
1. A yellow rod and a blue one. 
 A blue rod, a black one and a red one. 
 A red rod, a yellow rod and an orange one. 
 
2. Two blue rods, two orange ones and a black one. 
 Two blue rods, one red one, two orange ones, one green one and two more black ones. 
 One red rod, two yellow ones, one black one, two more yellow ones, one more red one and one 
 more black one. 
 Four yellow rods, three dark green ones, six red ones, another two yellow ones, one orange one, 
 another four red ones and five light green ones. 
 
3. - Your rod's green and my rod's red. 
   - Yes, my rod's red and your rod's green. 
 
4. - Your rod's red and mine's green. 
   - Yes, my rod's green and yours is red. 
 
5. Gaby's rod's black. 
 Gaby's is black. 
 Ros's rod's orange. 
 Ros's is orange.  
 Philip's rod's brown.  
 Philip's is brown.  
 
6. My rod's yellow. Her rod's pink. His rod's brown. 
 My rod's yellow. Hers is pink. His is brown. 
 
7. My rod's blue. Her rod's blue, too. 
 My rod's blue. Hers is blue, too. 
 His rods are blue. Hers are, too. 
 Her rod's red. His is, too. 
 Your rod's red. Mine is, too. 
 Your rod is red and so is mine. 
 
8. My rod's red. Your rod's red, too. 
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 Both our rods are red. 
 
9. My rods are dark green. Your rods are dark green, too. 
 My rods are dark green and so are yours. 
 Our rods are dark green. 
 
10. His rods are pink and theirs are pink, too. 
 His rods are pink and theirs are, too. 
 His rods are pink and so are theirs. 
 
11. My rods are blue. 
 Yours are green. 
 Gaby's are black. 
 Ros's are orange and Philip's are brown.  
 
12. - Gaby, what colour are your rods? 
   - Three of them are blue and one's white. What about yours? 
 - Mine are all pink. 
 
13. - Philip, What colour are your rods? 
   - I only have one. It's blue. What colour are yours? 
 - They're black. 
 
14. This rod's here. That one's there. 
 These rods are here. Those ones are over there. 
 
15. This is an orange rod. That's a red one. 
 These are yellow rods. Those are blue ones. 
 
16. This rod's red. That one's brown. 
 These rods are light green. Those are dark green. 
 
17. This rod's mine. That one's yours. 
 These rods are mine. Those ones are yours. 
 These rods are mine. Those are yours. 
 
18. This rod's hers. That one's his. 
 These rods are hers. Those ones are his. 
 Those are his. 
 This rod's ours. That one's theirs. 
 These rods are ours. Those ones are theirs. 
 Those are theirs. 
 
19. The first rod's white. The second one's red. The third one's light green. The fourth one's pink. The 
 fifth one's yellow, the sixth one's dark green, the seventh one's black, the eighth one's brown, the 
  ninth one's blue and the tenth one's orange. 
 
20. There's a red rod on the table. There are some blue ones on the table, too. 
 The red rod isn't on the floor. It's on the table. 
 The blue rods aren't on the floor. They're on the table. 
 The red rod's on the table. So are the blue ones. 
 The red rod's on the table. The blue ones are, too. 
 The blue rods are on the table. So is the red one. 
 The blue rods are on the table. The red one is, too. 
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21. There's an orange rod on the floor. There are some yellow ones on the floor, too. 
 The orange rod isn't on the table. It's on the floor. 
 The yellow rods aren't on the table. They're on the floor. 
 The orange rod isn't on the table. Neither are the yellow ones. 
 The yellow rods aren't on the table. They're on the floor. 
 
22. The pink rod's in here. So is the brown one. 
 The blue rod's over there. So is the yellow one. 
 
23. Take a black rod and give it to Mary. 
 Take a black rod and give it to her. 
 Take three orange rods and give them to John. 
 Take three orange rods and give them to him. 
 
24. - Give the black rod to me. 
  - Now give it back to me. 
 - Give it back to me again! 
   - Give me back the orange ones. 
   - Give them back to me. 
 
25. - Take a blue rod and put it here.   
  - Here? 
 - No, not there, here. 
 
26. I've got two blue rods. He's got two blue rods. 
 He's got two blue rods and I have, too. 
 He's got two blue rods.  Me, too. 
 He's got two blue rods and so have I. 
 
27. I've got two blue rods. You've got two blue rods, too. 
 We've both got two blue rods. 
 We've got two blue rods each. 
 We've each got two blue rods. 
 We've each got blue ones. 
 They've each got one brown one. 
 We've got two each. They've got one each. 
 
28. I have three red rods. He has three red rods. 
 He has three red rods and I do, too. 
 He has three red rods. Me, too. 
 He has three red rods and so do I. 
 Both of us have three red rods. 
 We have three red rods each. 
 We each have three red rods. 
 We each have red ones. 
 They each have six brown ones. 
 We have three each. They have six each. 
 
29. - Do you have a rod? 
  - Yes, I do. Do you?    
 - No, I don't. 
 
30. - Have you got a rod  ? 
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  - Yes, I have. Have you? 
 - No, I haven't. 
 
31. Almost all these rods are black, but a few are white. 
 Most of these rods are black, but a few are white. 
 All but a few of these rods are black. The others are white. 
 
32. Take a rod and give it to me. 
 Now give it to him. 
 Now give it to her. 
 Now give it back to him. 
 Now give it back to her. 
 Now give it back to me again. 
 
33. - Philip, how many rods do you have? 
  - I have seven. 
 - Give me four, please. 
  - Here you are. 
 - Give me four more rods, please. 
  - I can't because I don't have another four, I only have three. 
 
34. - Philip, give me five rods please.  
  - I can't because I only have three left. 
 
35. - Gaby, give me six rods, please. 
  - Which ones would you like me to give you? 
 - I don't mind. Give me whichever ones you want to. 
 
36. Take a rod. 
 Take another one. 
 Now you've got two rods. 
 
37. Take a yellow rod. 
 Take another yellow one. 
 Take two blue rods. 
 Take two more blue ones. 
 Put the four blue ones on the table. Put one of the yellow ones back in the box. 
 Put the blue ones on the table and one of the yellow ones back in the box. 
 Put the four blue ones on the table, and the two yellow ones back in the box. 
 
38. - Which of us has got a red rod? 
  - Only me. You’ve all got pink ones. 
 
39. - Who's got a red rod? 
  - Me. 
   - I have. 
    - I've got one. 
 
40. - What have I got in my pocket? 
  - I don't know. I can't see what you've got in your pocket! 
 
41. This is a box of rods. 
 It's on the table. 
 All the rods are in the box. 
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42. - What's this? 
  - It's a box of rods. 
 
43. Two of the rods aren't in the box. 
 This rod's red. That one's pink 
 That one's not red. It's pink. 
 That's a pink rod. This is a red one. 
 
44. The rod on the table is red. The one on the floor's pink. 
 That's a pink rod on the floor. It's not red. 
 That isn't a red rod on the floor. It's pink. 
 That's not a red rod on the floor. It's pink. 
 It isn't red. It's pink. 
 It's not red. It's pink. 
 It's pink, not red. 
 
45. - Take a red rod out of the box, Philip. 
 Philip's taking a red rod out of the box. 
 He's taking a red rod out of the box. 
 
46. You're taking a blue rod from Mary. 
 
47. - Don't take a red rod. Take a blue one. 
  - I don't want to! 
 
48. Take a red rod out of the box and put it on the table. 
 Take a green rod out of the box and put it here. 
 Now take the red rod which is on the table and put it back in the box. 
 
49. There's a blue rod in the box and another one on the table. 
 - Take the blue rod which is on the table and put it on the floor. 
 - Take the blue rod out of the box and put it on the table.  
 - Take the blue rod which is on the floor and put it back on the table. 
 - Now, take the two blue rods on the table and put them back in the box. 
 Now the two blue rods are in the box. 
 
50. - Have you got any rods? 
  - Yes, I've got two. What about you? Have you got any rods? 
 - No, I haven't got any. 
 
51. - I've got no rods. What about you? 
  - I haven't got any either. 
 
52. - Have you got any rods?   
  - Yes, I've got one. 
 
53. - I don't have any rods. 
  - I don't either. 
 
54. - I've got a rod and so have you. 
  - We've each got a rod. 
  - We've got one rod each. 
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55. - You've got an orange rod and so have I. 
  - Each of us has got an orange rod. 
 
56. He's got a red rod, he's got a red one too, and she's got a red one too. 
 Each of them has got a red rod. 
 
57. - We've both got a black rod. 
 - We've both got black rods. 
  - Yes, both of us have got a black rod. 
 
58. - I have some rods. 
  - I don't have any rods. 
 - What about you? Do you have any rods? 
  - No, I don't. 
 
59. There's a rod on the table.  
 It's blue. 
 
60. There are two rods on the table. 
 Both of them are blue. 
 Each of them is blue. 
 Each one is blue. 
 
61. There are three rods on the table. 
 All of them are blue. 
 Each of them is blue. 
 Each one is blue. 
 Each one of them is blue. 
 
62. One of the rods on the table is blue and the other one's red. 
 One of them is blue and the other one's red. 
 This one's blue, and that one's red. 
 
63. Your rod's orange.  Mine isn't orange and his isn't either. 
 My rod's blue.  Yours isn't, and hers isn't either. 
 My rods are blue.  His aren't blue and theirs aren't either. 
 Their rods are blue.  Ours aren't, and yours aren't either. 
 Your rods are blue.  Mine aren't, and hers aren't either. 
 
64. - How many rods do you have in your hand? 
  - I have six. What about you? 
 - I have none. 
 
65. - How many rods does he have in his hand? 
  - He has four. 
 - She has one. 
 - She only has one. 
 
66. - I've got two rods in my hands, a yellow one and a black one. Which rod's in my right hand? 
  - The black one's in your right hand. 
  - The yellow one's in your left hand. 
 
67. The black one's in her right hand and the yellow one's in her left hand. 
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68. The black rod's longer than the pink one, and the pink one's longer than the red one. 
 The black rod's longer than the pink one which is longer than the red one. 
 
69. The black rods are longer than the pink ones, and the pink ones are longer than the red ones. 
 The black rods are longer than the pink ones which are longer than the red ones. 
 
70. If the black rods are longer than the pink ones and the pink ones are longer than the red ones, then 
 the red ones are shorter than both the black ones and the pink ones. 
 
71. The orange rod's longer than the blue one, and the blue one's longer than the pink one, and the 
 pink one's longer than the red one. 
 
72. If the orange rod's longer than the blue one, which is longer than the pink one, which is longer than 
 the red one, then the red rod's the shortest of the four. 
 
73. The blue rod and the brown one are both longer than the yellow one. 
 Both the blue rod and the brown one are longer than the yellow one. 
 
74. The blue rod, the brown one and the black one are all longer than the red one. 
 The black rod and the dark green one end to end are longer than the orange one. 
 
75. The orange rod's the longest of the ten, and the white rod's the shortest. 
 
76. The pink rod's twice as long as the red one. 
 The brown rod's twice as long as the pink one. 
 So the brown rod's four times as long as the red one. 
 
77. The red rod's half as long as the pink one, which is half as long as the brown one. 
 So the red rod's a quarter as long as the brown one. 
 
78. - If the red rod's half as long as the pink one and the pink one's half as long as the brown one, then 
 the red one's a quarter as long as the brown one. 
  - Yes, that's obvious. 
 
79. The blue rod's three times as long as the light green one. 
 The light green rod's one third as long as the blue one. 
 The light green rod's one third the length of the blue one. 
 The dark green rod's two thirds as long as the blue one. 
 Two light green rods are equal in length to one dark green one. 
 Three light green rods are equal in length to one blue one. 
 
80. - The pink rod's four fifths as long as the yellow one. 
  - Yes, and the blue one's nine tenths as long as the orange one. 
   - I'm not good at maths, so I don't know if you are right! 
 
81. The light green rod's in front of the pink one. 
 The pink one's behind the light green one. 
 If the light green one's in front of the pink one, then the pink one's behind the light green one. 
  - Of course! 
 
82. Not one of the rods is grey. 
 None of the rods is grey. 
 None of the rods are grey. 
 None of them are grey. 
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83. The black rod's under the blue one. 
 The blue rod's on the black one. 
 If the black rod's under the blue one, then the blue one must be on the black one! 
 They’re one on top of the other. 
 
84. - I'm taking a red rod out of the box. 
 - I've taken a red rod out of the box. I have it here in my hand. 
 
85. She's taking a red rod out of the box. 
 She's taken a red rod out of the box. Look! It's in her hand. 
 
86. She's taking a blue rod out of the box and putting it on the table. 
 She's taken a blue rod out of the box and she's put it on the table. Now the blue rod's on the table. 
 
87. She took a pink rod out of the box and put it on the table. Then she put it on the floor. After that, 
 she put it back in the box. Now, she's put it on the lid of the box. The pink rod's on the lid of the 
 box. 
 
88. - My rod's gone! What have you done with my rod? 
  - I put it back in the box. I thought you'd finished with it. 
 
89. - Where have I put my rod?  
  - What's the problem? 
 - I don't know what I've done with my rod. I had it just a moment ago. 
  - What did you do with it? 
 - I don't remember…  Perhaps I put it back in the box. 
 
90. - Where have I put my rod? 
  - Have you lost it? 
 - I thought I put it here. 
  - Oh, the red one? I put it back in the box a few minutes ago. 
 
91. - Have you seen my rod, the blue one that was on the table? 
  - No, but all rods look alike, you know. 
 - Yes I know…  
 
92. - Take a rod. Now take another six. Take another nine. Now take another eight! 
  - Wait a minute! I've got so many rods that I'm dropping them. 
 - Put them on the lid of the box. 
  - There are too many to put on the lid of the box. 
 
93. - Do you want a rod? 
  - Yes please. 
 - How many would you like? 
  - As many as you can give me. I like holding rods! 
 - Really? 
 
94. - Would you give me a rod, please? 
  -Yes, of course. How many would you like? 
 - Just one, thank you. 
  - Here you are. 
 - Thank you very much. 
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95. - Would you mind giving me a rod, please? 
  - Not at all!  How many would you like? 
 - Just one, thank you. 
  - Here you are. 
 - Thank you very much. 
 
96. - I don't like orange rods! 
  - Why not? 
 - Because I can't say "orange" very well! 
 
97. - This is Mr Green, standing on the table. 
  - No it isn't! It's a dark green rod! 
 - Stop being difficult! 
 
98. - This rod's dark pink. 
  - Yes it's darker than this one.  
 - Dark green's a darker colour than brown. 
  - Yes, but black is the darkest colour of all. 
 
99. I'm taking the box, taking the lid off and putting it down.  
 There! Now I've finished. The lid is off and the box is on the table.  
 
100. - I've put some rods under the lid of the box. 
  - How many rods are there under the lid? 
 - Six. 
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People 
 

The class conversation 
 
After the first two or three Silent Way word charts had been introduced, we encouraged the students to 
begin talking about themselves. The sentences they made quickly evolved into ‘class conversations’.  
 
A class conversation is a to-and-fro discussion involving any and all of the students. They are governed by 
the rule that all sentences must be true. They will also end up correct before the conversation moves on. 
The first attempt at the sentence might be corrected by the student himself if he can; if not, by the class or, 
if no one can help correct it, by the teacher.  
 
Correction involves more than the teacher simply giving the student the right answer.  
 
Corrections are often made using ‘finger correction’—the teacher ‘places’ the sentence to be corrected on 
her fingers, one word per finger. She then only has to wiggle a finger to indicate that this place in the 
sentence is where the error is situated, without saying what it is. Finger correction gives the student the 
chance to think about what he said and to make any changes he thinks are necessary. The process makes 
students much more aware of what they say, and how it should be said in English. It also provides the 
teacher with a window into the strength of the criteria students have with respect to the particular point 
being dealt with. Their confidence, or lack of confidence, in the correction they propose allows her to judge 
this finely. 
 
Correction can also be done by pointing on one of the charts: the rectangle chart if there is a problem with 
pronunciation, the spelling chart if new words are needed, the word charts if there is a problem with, for 
example, word order. The texts in Booklets 2 and 3, People and More People, are the result of this kind of 
work. 
 
The level of the class is self-regulating. Students are good learners. They are ambitious and try to make 
sentences which stretch their present capacity in English but they know that they have to regulate what 
they say in order to properly understand whatever it is that they are investigating. So each sentence is 
usually made up of many things they are sure of, and an attempt to say something which for them is new. 
The teacher, recognising what they are doing, responds to them in a way which reflects the present 
preoccupation of the student who launched the sentence.  
 
Usually, little new vocabulary is used in any one sentence. Should anything new be introduced, it is always 
necessary for what is being expressed and therefore quite easy to understand and remember. The teaching 
techniques of the approach mean that all new words are used in context several times. 
 
Class conversations usually unfold gradually. Trying new things is a slow process, and correcting sentences 
also takes time, but this time is well spent. Students retain what they learn.  
 
Be aware that what you read below is the final, corrected version of the sentences the students decided to 
say. Almost all had to be corrected to reach this form. 
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1.  In this class, there are eight people. 
 This class has eight students. 
 Their names are Philip, Patrick, Marie-Jo, Saleh, Jeanne, Gaby, Nick and Daniel.  
 There are two teachers. Their names are Nancy and Ros. 
 
2.  There are nine people in this classroom at the moment. Eight of them are students and one is a 
 teacher. 
 
3.  The other teacher isn't in the room. She's coming this afternoon. 
 
4.  - How are you? 
  - Fine thanks, and you? 
 - Very well, thanks. 
 
5.  - How are you? 
  - I'm very well, thank you. What about you? 
 - I'm fine too, thanks. 
 
6.  - Are you French? 
  - Yes I am. What about you? 
 - I am, too. What about you?  
   - I'm French, too. 
 
7.   -Each of us is French. 
 - Each one of us is French.  
 - All of us are French. 
 - We are all French. 
  - Wait a minute! No, we aren't! One of us isn't French. 
 
8.  - Ah! Are you French? 
  - No, I'm not. I'm Tunisian. 
 - I'm sorry. I thought you were French. 
 
9.  So, seven of the people in the room are French. One's Tunisian and the other one's American. 
 
10.  - Almost all of us are French, but Saleh isn't, and the teacher isn't either. 
  - All of us are French except Nancy and Saleh. 
 - All but one of the students are French. 
 
11.  - Each of you is French except me.  
 - I'm the only one who isn't French. 
 
12.  - You are taller than me. 
 - You're the tallest person in the class. She's the shortest. 
 
13.  - Who's the oldest person in the class?  
  - I am. 
 
14.  Daniel's 43. Marie-Jo's 43 too.  
 Daniel's 43. Marie-Jo is, too.  
 Marie-Jo is 43. So is Daniel.  
 Marie-Jo and Daniel are both 43. They're the same age. 
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 Daniel's the same age as Marie-Jo. She's the same age as him. 
 
15.  - Gaby's 47. 
 - Gaby's the oldest person in the class. 
  - No, Gaby's the oldest student in the class! Ros is older than Gaby.  
   - You're right. I'm a few years older than Gaby! 
 
16.  Today's Monday.  
 Yesterday was Sunday. 
 Tomorrow will be Tuesday. 
 
17.  Today's Monday the 20th of January.  
 Today's Monday, January 20th.  
 Today's Monday, January the 20th. 
 
18.  Tomorrow will be Tuesday the 21st of January and Wednesday will be the 22nd.  
 Thursday will be the 23rd of January.  
 Friday will be the 24th. 
 The 25th of January will be a Saturday and the 26th, a Sunday. 
 
19.  - What day is it today?  
  - It's Monday. 
 - What's the date today?  
  - It's the 20th. 
 
20.  - Who was born in January?  
  - I was. 
  - Me. 
 
21.  - Who was born in October?  
  - My daughter was. 
   - So was I. 
    - Her daughter and you were born in the same month. 
   - The same month, but not the same year. 
 
22.  - It was my birthday yesterday. 
  - Was it? Many happy returns of the day !  
 - When's your birthday? 
   - It's in June. I'll be thirty-five on my next birthday. 
 
23.  - When were you born? 
  - On the 1st of April, 1973. 
  - On April 1st, 1973.  
  - In April. 
  - In 1973. 
 
24.  - Gaby, would you open the window please?  
  - Certainly. 
  - Of course. 
 
25.  - Philip, open the window please. 
  - It's cold outside. I'd rather not. 
 
26.  - Would you mind opening the window?  
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  - Not at all! 
  - Of course not. I'd be glad to. 
  - Yes I would. It's cold out. 
 
27.  - Would you like me to open the door?  
  - Yes, please. 
 
28.  - I've closed the window and I'm opening the door. 
 She's closed the window and she's opening the door. 
 
29.  - I'm cold. Would you please close both the door and the window.  
  - Of course. 
 - Thank you. 
 
30.  - You've closed the door and you're closing the window. Now both the window and the door are 
 closed. 
 
31.  - I'm tired. let's have a break. 
  - That's a good idea! I'm tired too. 
   - So am I. 
 
32.  - Let's begin working again.  
 - Let's start working again.  
 - Let's get back to work. 
 
33.  - Are you French? 
  - Yes, I am. Are you? 
 - No, I'm not. I'm Tunisian. 
 
34.  - Is she American? 
  - No, she isn't. 
  - No, she's not. 
   - Yes, I think she is. 
   - Ask her. 
 - Are you American? 
    - Yes I am. 
 
35.  - Are the teachers French? 
  - No, they aren't.  
  - No, they're not. 
   - Yes, they are. 
 
36.  - Have you got any children?  
  - Yes, I have. 
   - No, I haven't. 
 
37.  - Has he got a car?  
  - Yes, he has. 
   - No, he hasn't. 
 
38.  - Were you born in September?  
  - Yes, I was. 
   - No, I wasn't. 
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39.  - Are you hot? 
  - Yes, I am. 
   - No, I'm not. 
 
40.  - Are you thirsty? 
  - Yes, I am. Are you? 
 - No, I'm not. 
 
41.  - Do you want to have a drink?  
 - Do you want a drink? 
  - Yes, I do. Do you? 
   - No, I don't. 
 
42.  - Are you thirsty? 
   - Yes, we are. 
   - I'm not! 
 
43.  - Is he thirsty? 
  - No, he isn't. Is she? 
   - Yes, she is. 
 
44.  - Would you like to open the window?  
  - Yes, I’d be happy to.  
   - No, I don’t want to open the window. It’s too cold. 
 
45.  - Do you want a pointer?  
  - Yes, please. 
 - What about you? 
   - No, thank you. 
   - No thanks. 
 
46.  - Are you tired?  
  - Yes, I am. 
 
47.  - Do you understand? 
  - Yes, I do. What about you? 
   - No, I don't. 
    - I don't either. 
 
48.  Black is the opposite of white.  
 Late is the opposite of early.  
 Light is the opposite of dark. 
 
49.  - Is dark grey the same as light black?  
  - What a question! I don't know! 
   - I suppose it is. 
 
50.  There are 60 seconds in a minute.  
 There are 60 minutes in an hour.  
 There are 24 hours in a day.  
 There are 7 days in a week. 
 There are 4 weeks in a month.  
 There are 12 months in a year. 
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51.  - There are 86,400 seconds in a day. 
  - I believe you. I'm not going to check your calculations! I suppose you're right. 
 
52.  - What do you do, Nicolas? 
  - I'm a doctor. What about you, Saleh? 
   - I'm a student. 
 
53.  - What do you do, Marie-Jo? 
  - I'm a hairdresser. What about you, Patrick? 
   - I'm a farmer. 
 
54.  Patrick's a farmer. 
 Patrick has won a prize. He's won a prize. He won a prize at the last County Fair. 
 Patrick won first place for his Montbéliarde cows. 
 
55.  - What does Patrick do? 
   - He's a farmer. 
 - What does he raise? 
  - He raises pigs and cows. 
 
56.  - How many pigs do you have, Patrick?  
  - About 1,500. 
 - How much does one pig cost?  
  - About 90 euros.  
 - How much does a pig cost per kilo?  
  - 2.50 euros. 
 
57.  - I worked in the morning and in the evening yesterday.  
  - I didn't. I only work in class. I don't work at home. 
 
58.  - What's the time? 
  - It's five to twelve. 
 
59.  - It'll be time for lunch in 5 minutes. 
  - Oh, good! I'm hungry! 
   - So am I. 
 
60.  - We'll stop in a few minutes' time. 
 - We'll be stopping for lunch in a few minutes' time. 
  - I'm glad. I'm very hungry. 
 
61.  - In five minutes' time, it'll be twelve o'clock.  
  - We've got five more minutes to work. 
  - We've got another five minutes to work. 
  - We can work for another five minutes. 
 
62.  - Now it's twelve o'clock. 
 - It's exactly twelve. I can hear the siren. 
 
63.  - Goodbye. Have a nice lunch.  
  - Thank you. You too. 
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64.  - Hello. Did you have a good lunch? 
  - I certainly did. What about you? 
 - So did I. 
 
65.  - Who's missing? 
  - Philip's missing. 
  - Philip is. 
  - Philip. 
   - He's late this afternoon. 
    - I think he went to the bank. He'll be here in a minute. 
 
66.  - I saw Patrick at lunch-time. 
  - Where did you see him? 
 - He was coming out of a restaurant. 
 
67.  - Where did you have lunch?  
  - At home. 
   - I had lunch at the student restaurant.  
    - Me, too. 
 
68.  - Did everyone have lunch at the student restaurant?  
  - I did. 
   - I didn't, I had lunch at home. 
    - I didn't either. I didn't have lunch today. 
 
69.  - I had lunch at the pizza restaurant on the square.  
  - Ah! I had dinner there on Friday night. 
   - I had dinner at the same restaurant on Friday night. 
 
70.  - I had oysters for lunch. 
  - Ugh! I don't like oysters! 
 - I do! 
   - So do I. 
 
71.  - What kind of wine do you like? 
  - Bordeaux. What about you? 
 - I prefer Burgundy. 
 
72.  - Patrick's sitting between Marie-Jo and Jeanne. 
  - Yes, Marie-Jo's sitting on my right and Jeanne's sitting on my left. So I'm sitting on  
     Jeanne's right. 
 
73.  Philip and Saleh are standing back to back.  
  - Turn around, both of you. 
 Now they're standing face to face. 
 
74.  - What's the time? 
  - It's about three o'clock. 
  - It's nearly three o'clock.  
  - It's almost three o'clock. 
   - It isn't time for a break yet. 
 - No, let's work for another half an hour. 
 
75.  - What time did you get up this morning?  
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  - I got up at 7 o'clock. 
  - At seven. 
   - What about you, Patrick? 
    - At half past five. At five thirty.  
 - At half past five! 
    - Yes, I get up at 5:30 every day. 
 - Do you?! That's early! I get up at about 8 o'clock. 
 
76.  - What time do you get up, Gaby? 
  - I get up at a quarter to seven. 
  - At a quarter to seven. 
  - But this morning, I got up at ten past seven. 
 
77.  - I always get up at two minutes to eight.  
  - At exactly two minutes to eight? 
 - Yes. I like to watch the eight o'clock news on TV. 
 
78.  - Now it's time for a break. 
  - Yes, you're right. We've been working for nearly two hours. 
 
79.  - Let's get back to work again now.  
 - Let's start working again. 
 
80.  - My name's Nick. I'm married and I've got two children. They're both boys.  
  - I've got two sons, too. Their names are Bill and Sam. 
 
81.  - Daniel and I have each got two children. They're all boys.  
 - Daniel has two children and so do I. 
 - Daniel and I both have two children. 
 - Both Daniel and I have two children. 
 - Both of us have got two children. 
 - Between us, we've got four boys. 
 - We're both married and we both have two children.  
 - The four children are all boys. 
 
82.  - How many children have you got, Jeanne? 
  - I've got three children . They're all girls. What about you, Marie-Jo? 
   - I've got three children too - two boys and one girl.  
   - I've got two sons and one daughter. 
 
83.  - My eldest child's name's Ann. 
 - My youngest child's a boy, Joe.  
 - My other child's name is Mark. 
 - The other one's name is Mark. 
 - Mark's older than Joe but younger than Ann.  
 - Ann's the oldest. 
 
84.  - I've got three daughters and five granddaughters. My daughters are grown up and married. 
 
85.  - I've got two daughters. The older one is 21. Her name's Janet.  
 - The younger one's 12. Her name's Kate. 
 - The older one's name is Janet. The younger one's name is Kate. 
 - My daughters' names are Janet and Kate. 
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86.  - I'm not wearing glasses. 
  - Neither am I. 
   - I am. 
    - So am I. 
     - Me too. 
      - I'm not. I don't wear glasses. 
  - I wear glasses for reading, but I'm not wearing them at the moment. 
 
87.  Philip's a bit taller than Saleh who is a bit taller than Patrick.  
 Saleh's shorter than Philip. 
 Saleh's taller than Patrick. 
 Patrick's not as tall as Saleh. 
 Philip's much taller than Patrick. 
 
88.  Philip's the tallest in the class.  
 - How tall are you, Philip? 
  - I'm 1m 82 tall. 
  - I'm six foot tall. (I'm 6' tall. I'm 6 ft. tall) 
   - What about you, Patrick?  
    - I measure 1m 57. 
 
89.  - How tall are you, Gaby. 
  - I'm five foot two. (I'm 5'2".) 
  - I'm 5 foot 2 inches tall. 
 
90.  - Where do you live, Patrick?  
  - In Port Lesney. 
 - Where is Port Lesney?  
  - It's near Arbois. 
  - Port Lesney is nearer to Arbois than to Salins. 
 
91.  - I live in Gonsans. 
  - Where's Gonsans? 
 - It's near Valdahon. 
 
92.  - Where do you live Philip? 
  - I used to live in Paris. I'm staying in the Jura with my parents for two months. 
  - After that I'm going to England. 
 
93.  - What about you, Saleh? Where do you live?  
  - I live in St Claude. 
   - How long have you been living in St. Claude?  
  - For twenty-two years. 
 
94.  - I live in St Claude too. 
  - How long have you been living there? 
 - I've been living there for ten years. 
 
95.  - Where did you live before you moved to St Claude?  
  - I lived in the centre o   esan on. 
 
96.  Nick has been living in St.Claude for 11 years.  
  - Where did you live before that? 
   - In Renan Street. 
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   - I lived in Renan Street. 
   - I lived at 14 Renan Street. 
   - How long did you live there for?  
   - For 6 years. 
 
97.  Nick lived in Renan Street for 6 years. 
 He lived in Renan Street between 1986 and 1992.  
 He lived in Renan Street from 1986 to 1992. 
 
98.  Now he lives in St. Claude. 
 He has lived in St. Claude since 1992. 
 
99.  - When were you born, Patrick?  
  - I was born in 1974. 
   - Where ? 
  - In Montrapon. 
    - How long did you live there?  
  - For twelve years. 
 
100.  Nick has lived in  esan on all his life. 
  e has lived in  esan on ever since he was born.  e has always lived in  esan on. 
 He lived in Renan Street before he moved to St. Claude. 
 He has lived in St. Claude since he moved from Renan Street. 
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More People 
 
The sentences in this section illustrate other situations which took place in the class observed.  
 
This is a class of seven students. 
There are seven students in this class. 
Their names are Michael, Bertrand, Bernard, Marie, Stephan, Jacqueline and Patrice.  

There are two teachers.Ο 
Their names are Nancy and Ros. 
 
At work  

 - Where do you work? Ο 

   - I work in a bank.Ο 

 - Have you been working there for long? Ο 
   - I've been working there for twenty years.  

 - Do you like working in a bank? Ο 

   - Yes I do. The conditions are good. Ο 
 
 - When did you begin working there? 

    - In 1995. Ο 
    - How long had you been working there when you got your first promotion?  

   - For five years. Ο 

 - Do you often get a promotion?Ο 

   - Yes. I've been promoted quite a few times in twenty years. Ο 
 
She began working in the bank in 1995. She'd been working there for five years when she got her first 

promotion. Ο 
 
 - Do you earn a lot of money?  

   - Yes, I do. Ο 
 

 - Can you spend a lot of time with your family?Ο 
   - Not really. It's a choice between time and money. I've chosen money. 
 
 - How about you, Bertrand? What would you choose?  
   - It's not always possible to choose. 
 
 - Which would you choose, Marie?  

   - I'd choose time. Ο 

    - So would I.Ο 
 - Well, I wouldn't. I like to buy what I want without looking at the prices. 
 
 - Sometimes couples fight because they don't have a lot of money.  

   - Sometimes they fight because they do.. Ο 
 

Bernard, the mystery manΟ 

  - I don't know anything about Bernard.Ο 
 - I don't know how tall he is, and I don't know how old he is either. 

  - I don't know what he does. I don't know if he is married.Ο 

 - I don't know what his last name is. Ο 

   - How old are you, Bernard?Ο 
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   - I'm thirty-three years old. Ο 

   - I'm thirty-three. Ο 
 

 - Where do you live?Ο 

   - I live in a village a few kilometres from Besançon. Ο 
 

 - What do you do?Ο 

   - I'm a doctor at the hospital. Ο 
 
 - Are you married? 
    - Yes I am. I'm married and I have two children. 
 
 - How tall are you, Bernard?  

   - I'm 1m 80. Ο 

   - I measure 1m 80.Ο 

   - I'm 6'00" tall. (six foot tall) Ο 
 
 - What's your last name, Bernard?  

   - My last name? Robin. Ο 
 - Is that a French name? 

    - Yes, it is. Ο 
  - It's an English name too. 
 
 - Bernard, go outside please.  

 - Where's Bernard? Ο 

   - He's outside.Ο 

 - Come back in, Bernard. Ο 

    - Now go back out.Ο 
     - Now come back in again!  

 - Why did Bernard go outside?Ο 
   - Because Marie told him to. 

 - When did he come back in?Ο 
   - When Bertrand asked him to. 
 
Bernard went outside because Marie told him to. 
He came back in because Bertrand asked him to. 
He went back outside when Marie told him to. 
He came back inside again when Michael told him to.  
 

Buying thingsΟ 
 - How much does it cost to buy a box of rods, Nancy?  
   - They're very expensive! More than you can pay!  

 - How much does one rod cost?Ο 
   - Today I'm selling them for a low price.  
   - The orange rods normally sell at one euro, but today they're on sale. 
 
 - Bertrand, I see you have a new watch. Is it a new watch? Am I right? 

    - Yes. Ο 
 - How much did it cost? 

    - It cost 29 Euros. Ο 

 - That's cheap! That's a low price.Ο 

   - You're right. They were on sale. Ο 
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  - When did you buy your watch?  

   - Yesterday afternoon. Ο 

 - Were the shops open yesterday?Ο 
   - Yes, they were, but I didn't buy it in a shop.  

  - Where did you buy it?Ο 
   - I bought it at the county fair. 
 
 - Stephan, I like your shoes. Will you sell them to me?  
   - Do you want me to sell my shoes to you?  
 - Yes I do. I like them very much!  
   - What size do you wear?  
 - I wear size 41. 
   - I'm lucky! I take size 40, so they are too small for you!  
 
Baby-sitters  
 - Nancy, who looks after your children when you have to work late?  
   - I have a baby-sitter. 
 - Is it easy for you to find a baby-sitter?  

   - My neighbours' daughter is a student. She likes to earn a little pocket money. Ο 
 
 - I often baby-sit too, but I don't do it for pocket money! I baby-sit for my daughter. 
     - I baby-sit my grandchildren!  
     - How many grandchildren do you have, Bertrand?  

    - I have nine, so I baby-sit very often! Ο 
 
Hobbies  
 - Do you have hobby, Jacqueline?  
   - Yes, I do.  

 - What is it? Ο 

   - Gardening. I spend a lot of time in my garden. Ο 
 
 - What about you, Bernard, do you have a hobby?  
   - I play a lot of sport.  
   - I play squash very well. 
   - I'm a good squash player.  
   - I swim well. 
   - I'm a good swimmer. 
 
 - I get up at 5:00 and work a little before coming to the CLA to learn English. 
   - You work before you come here? What do you do? 
 - I work at the office. 
   - Is your job your hobby?  
 - No, but I like my work. 
 
 - I get up at 7:00 to go jogging. I jog about two miles. 
 - That takes me about half an hour and then I go back home and have breakfast. 
   - You must be very hungry by then. 
 - Yes, I always have a very big breakfast. 
 
 - I got up at 7:00 this morning. I went jogging for half an hour. Then I went home and had 
 breakfast. After that, I can here. 
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 - Do you jog, Bernard? 
   - No, I don't. I play tennis.  
    - Marie plays tennis too. 
    - She plays tennis every day. 
   - Jacqueline's only played tennis twice in her life 

    - She's played tennis only twice in her life. Ο 
 
Learning English  
 - We've been speaking English since 9 o'clock.  
   - It's 11 o'clock. We've been speaking English for two hours. 

 Ο - We've been speaking English for two hours now.  
 
 - Yesterday at 10 o'clock, I was speaking English.  

Ο 
 - We've been doing English at the C.L.A. for nearly three weeks. 
 - We've been doing English since the 6th of January. 
   - I began learning English nearly three weeks ago. 
    - Almost three weeks ago. Today's Wednesday, not Friday.  
   - You're right. 
 

 - How many hours of English have we done now?Ο 
   - We've done seventy-five hours of English since we began. 
 
 - Would you like a break?  
   - Yes, I would.  
    - Oh, yes! 
     - Not right now. How about in a few minutes?  
 

CarsΟ 
  - What kind of car do you have, Bernard?  
   - A sports car. What about you? 
  - I have a big Renault.  
    - Bertrand has a huge Mercedes. He drives a lot, so he needs a big car. 
 
 - What about you, Marie. What sort of car do you have? 
   - I have a Clio. It's a nice little car, and very easy to park. 
 
 - My car has four forward gears and reverse. 
   - Mine has five forward gears. The top gear is overdrive. It's very economical when I drive 
 on the motorway.  
     - My car has overdrive too.  
    - What does "overdrive" mean?  
     - That's the name of the top gear when your car has five forward gears. 
 
 - What does "mean" mean? 
   - I don't know what you mean!!  
 
Yesterday  
 - Did you work yesterday, Jacqueline? 
   - Yes, I did. In the morning.  
 - What about you, Bertrand, what did you do yesterday?  
   - I worked too.  
    - So did I. Learning English is work! 



27 

 

Ο 
 - Where were you yesterday, Michael?  
   - The same place as you! Here! 
 
Marie came to class at 9:00 this morning.  

Marie comes to class at 9:00 every day. Ο 
 
Holidays  
 - What are you doing next holidays, Bertrand?  
   - We're going to the beach. We always spend three weeks at the beach.  
 - Do you go to the Mediterranean or to the Atlantic?  
   - We always go to Arcachon. We have a little house there. 
    - I usually go to Brittany. I rent a house for a couple of weeks. 
     - I like Brittany too. 
 

 - During the holidays, I'll catch up on my sleep. Maybe I'll cut some wood for next winter Ο 
   - ... for this coming winter? 
 - Yes. 
 
 - This year, I want to go to England.  
   - To practise your English? 
 - Yes, but my wife wants to go to Spain. 

   - You can practise your English in Spain too. Ο 
 - Yes, well...  
 
 - I'm taking my holidays in September and flying to the States.  
   - You're lucky!  
 - My sister is in the States for a year. I'm going to visit her. That's why I'm learning English now.  

Ο 
 - I did German at the C.L.A. for 3 weeks last summer. 
   - I did 2 weeks of Spanish 3 years ago. Then I went to Spain. When I was in Spain, I spoke 
     Spanish, but I spoke English too! 
 
Last night  
 - What time did you get home last night? 
   - I got home at 6 o'clock. Usually I get home later than that, but yesterday, I left work early. 

Ο 
 - Did you make dinner last night? 

   - No, I didn't. My mother-in-law did. My mother-in-law made dinner last night. Ο 
 
 - Did you have dinner last night, Bertrand? 
   - Yes, I did. 
 - What time did you have dinner? 
   - I worked until 11 o'clock last night. Then I had some soup for dinner. 
 - Do you often work that late 
    - Not too often. 
 - What did you have for dinner?  
   - Some bread and cheese. 
 - What did your wife have? 
   - I don't know. She was tired and already in bed when I got home. 
 
 - Did you make your own dinner last night, Bernard? 
   - No, I didn't go home last night. 
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  - What about you, Marie? 
    - Of course. I made dinner for the whole family.  
 
 - What did you do after the class yesterday, Bertrand? 
   - I went to the doctor's at five o'clock and then I went home. I got home at six o'clock and 
     went to bed. 
 
 - Michael, what did you eat yesterday evening? 
   - I ate steak and potatoes. 
 - Did you also eat cheese? 
   - Yes, I did. I love cheese.  
 

 - What did you do after class yesterday, Patrice? Ο 
   - I left here at half past five and then I went shopping to buy some food for dinner.  
 - What about you, Marie?  
    - I didn't go home last night. I ate out. 
 
Patrice's cheque  
Marie saw Patrice when she was coming to the C.L.A. He didn't see her because he stopped to speak to a 
friend, who gave him a big cheque. Now Patrice has a lot of money! Patrice's taking us to lunch today and 
on Friday. He's going to pay because his friend gave him a big cheque! Thank you, Patrice! 
 
  - Hey, wait a minute! I don't want to invite you all to lunch tomorrow! 

Ο 
 - Let's all have lunch together tomorrow. 
   - O.K. Why not?!  
    - That's a good idea!  
     - I'm free too.  
      - So am I, but I'll have to tell my wife I won't be home. 
 

We're all having lunch together tomorrow.Ο 
We've decided to have lunch together tomorrow. 

Ο 

 - Where will we go?Ο 
   - How about the Caveau?  
    - O.K. Why not. 
     - Can I come with you?  

    - Yes, why not?Ο 

     - Where are you going? Ο 
   - To the Caveau.  
 
 - Jacqueline has made the reservation at the Caveau for tomorrow.  
 - Jacqueline's booked a table for tomorrow.  
   - How do you know?  
 - Because she told me.  
   - How much does it cost to eat there? 

 - Not too much. Don't worry! Patrice's paying for us all! Ο 
 
Food...  
 - I ate at the student restaurant yesterday. 
   - How was it?  
 - I didn't like it.  
 - Really? I liked my lunch at the student restaurant yesterday. 
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 - Do you like wine, Bertrand? 
   - Yes I do. I have a collection of good wines. 
 - Where do you keep your wine? 
   - In the cellar. 
    - I've tasted a bottle of old wine. 
   - You are lucky. I've never tasted very old wine.  
    - I tasted a bottle of very old yellow wine a few days ago. 
      - How old was it?  
    - It was 214 years old. 

      - Really! Ο 
 
 - This bottle's half full. 
 - This one's half empty. 

   - That's the difference between an optimist and a pessimist! Ο 
 
The weather  
 - What's the weather like today? 
   - It's grey. 
    - It's cool outside. 
     - It's cold. 
   - The weather's usually cold in February. 
 
 - In Martinique, it's warm in February. 
   - Sometimes the weather's nice in January. 
    - It almost never rains in September. The weather's usually fine in September.  

Ο 
 - The weather's bad today. It isn't fine.  

   - No, it's wet. Ο 
    - It's raining. 

     - What horrible weather! Ο 
 
Where do you live?  
 - Where do you live, Bernard? 
   - I live in Paris. 
  - How long have you been living there? 
   - I've been living there for about six years now. 
 - Where do you work? 
   - In the suburbs of Paris at Rueil Malmaison. I've been working there for three years. 
    - Where did you live before you moved to Paris?  
   - I lived in Brest, and before that, in Lille. 
     - Ah! I've lived in Lille too. When did you leave Lille?  
   - In 1980. 
 
 - Do you know Clermont-Ferrand? 
   - Yes. I've lived in Clermont-Ferrand. 
 - Really! When did you live there? 
   - I lived there from 1977 to 1980. I did my studies there.  

Ο 
 - Nancy, how long have you been living in France?  

   - I've been living in France for twelve years. Ο 
   - For twelve years. 
 - Where were you living when your first child was born?  
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   - I was living in Besançon.Ο 
    - How long had you been living here when you first child was born?  
   - I'd been living here for two years. 
 
 - How long had you been living in France when you moved to San Francisco?  
   - For about eight years. 
  - How long did you live in San Francisco before moving back to Paris? 

   - For only about two years. I came back as soon as I could. Ο 
 

Nancy likes living in France.ΟShe came back from the United States as soon as she could.  
 
An only child  
  Marie has a son whose name's Jeremy and who's an only child.  
 - Everyone says that only children are spoiled. Do you think that's true? 
   - What does "spoiled" mean for you? Is it bad behaviour or is it having a lot of things?  
    - For me, it's mostly bad behaviour, but partly having a lot of things.  
   - Jeremy behaves well, but he has a lot of things. 
 
 - Raising children is hard. 
   - It's easier to go to work!  
 - It certainly is! 
 
A short night  
 - Did you sleep well last night? 
   - I went to bed early, but before I went to sleep, I read for a half an hour.  
   - What about you? Did you sleep well?  
 - No, I didn't. My daughter woke me up while I was sleeping. 
   - What time did she wake you up?  
 - At two o'clock in the morning.  
   - How long did she keep you up?  
 - Only five minutes.  
   - What did you do then? 
 - After I had comforted her, I put her back to bed. I always comfort her after she's had a bad dream.  
    Then I went back to bed myself. 
    - What time did you go back to sleep?  
 - At about 3:15. 
     - Did you sleep for the rest of the night? 
 - No, I'd just gone back to sleep when my son woke me up. 
   - What did he wake you up for? 
   - Why did he wake you up? 
 - He had a bad dream too. 
    - What time did he wake you up? 
 - At a quarter to four. 
     - Did you go straight back to sleep? 
 - No, I didn't. It took me an hour to go back to sleep again. 
    - What a night! 
 - You're telling me! 
 
Last night, Jacqueline went to bed early because she was tired. She read for a few minutes before going to 
sleep. Her daughter had a bad dream and woke her up in the middle of the night. Her daughter went back 
to sleep after five minutes. But Jacqueline only went back to sleep after an hour. Then her son had a bad 
dream and woke her up again. She went back to bed at about a quarter to four. But she couldn't sleep. She 
finally went back to sleep round six. She had a very short night. 
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Plans  
 - What are you doing after class today? 
   - If it isn't raining after class, maybe I'll go to the swimming pool. 
 
 - What are you doing this weekend? 
   - I'm going home. What about you? 
 - If I have time, I'll go to Dijon during the weekend. 
    - This weekend, I'm going to visit friends in the Jura mountains. 
   - Are you going to stay with them?  
    - Yes. They've invited me to their home. 
 
 - This time next week, the class will be finished and I'll be back at work. 
   - What will you be doing this time next week, Bernard? 
    - I'm going to England on Tuesday. 
     - Why? 
    - I want to improve my English. 

Ο 
Stephan, Bertrand and Marie  
 - How old are you, Stephan? 
   - I'm twenty-four. 
 - When were you born? 
   - Twenty-four years ago, of course! 

     - Twenty-four. That's young. I'm sixty-two. Ο 
    - Are you married? 
     - Yes I am. 
    - How long have you been married? 
     - For thirty-eight years. I met my wife forty years ago. 
   - Where did you meet her? 
     - At a dance. We danced together all evening. When I came back from the 
 Algerian War, we got married. 
   - Do you have any children? 
     - Yes. I have four children and nine grandchildren. I was married and had 
 four children before you were born. 
    - Yes, you're old enough to be my father. 
 
 - I don't work any more. I've retired. 
   - What did you do before? 
   - What did you use to do?  
 - I was an urban planner. 
 - I used to be an urban planner. 
 
 - When did you come to Besançon, Marie? 
   - I came to Besançon in 1970, the year after Stephan was born. 

Ο 
All Bertrand's children were born before Stephan. Stephan was born before Marie moved to Besançon. 

Stephan is much younger than either Bertrand or Marie. Ο 
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Stories 
 
There are many different ways of telling stories in the classroom. Three of them are illustrated in this 
section: Rod stories; stories told by students about their lives; and well-known stories recounted in English. 
We also used limericks in our classrooms. 
 
 

Rod Stories 
 
For story-telling to be effective, there needs to be some way of holding the class together. Rod stories do 
this by using rods to illustrate the story as it progresses. They create a focal point which leads naturally to 
shared attention in the class. The evolving situation illustrated by the rods remains clear at all times 
because the use of rods keeps the story concrete and easy to understand. 
 
Rods are often used to illustrate a grammar point: the first and second rod stories below illustrate this. The 
first of these stories describes the Green family as they are getting up and getting ready to leave for the 
day. The hands of the clock are moved as the story moves ahead, and this triggers the verb form used. By 
putting the hands of the clock back a few minutes, the teacher can make the students tell the story a 
second time, and a third... They might well have said the first few sentences eight or nine times before the 
Greens actually leave the house. All we have to do to trigger this is move back the hands of the clock. 
 

 
The Green  amily’s home as the alarm clock is about to go off. 

As the clock hands are moved around the clock face, the  
family goes about getting ready for the day. 

 
 
The Greens 
It's Monday morning 
 
Now it's 6:55. 
Mr and Mrs Green are sleeping.   
The Greens are sleeping. They're asleep. 
 
Now it's 7:00. 
Mr Green's getting up. Mrs Green's still sleeping. 
He's getting out of bed. She's still in bed. 
 
Now it's 7:15. 
Mr Green's going to the kitchen. 
Mrs Green's getting up. 
 
Now it's 7:20. 
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Mr Green's having breakfast. 
 - What's he having for breakfast?  
  - He's having coffee, orange juice, bacon and eggs, and toast. 
 
Now it's 7:25. 
Mrs Green's going to the bathroom. 
 
Now it's 7:40.  
Mrs Green's getting dressed. 
Mr Green’s finished breakfast and he's going to the bathroom. 
Mr Green has finished breakfast and he is going to the bathroom. 
 
Now it's 7:45. 
Mr Green's getting washed and Mrs Green's having a cup of tea. 
 
Now it's 7:55. 
The Greens are going out of their house. 
They're leaving the house. 
 
Now it's 7:57. 
Mrs Green's going to the garage. 
Mr Green's going to the bus stop. 
He's walking to the bus stop. 
 

 
The second version of the story transforms it into what the family does every day by introducing the verb 
trigger “Every day” which requires the Simple Present forms of the verbs. 
 
Every day 
Mr Green gets up at 7:00. 
Mr Green gets up before Mrs Green. She gets up at 7:15. 
 
At 7:15, Mr Green goes to the kitchen. 
He goes to the kitchen to have breakfast. 
 
Mrs Green goes to the bathroom at 7:25. 
She goes to the bathroom to have a shower. 
She goes to the bathroom to take a shower. 
 
She has her shower and gets dressed. 
She takes her shower and gets dressed. 
She gets dressed after she has her shower. 
She gets dressed after she takes her shower. 
 
Mrs Green has tea for breakfast every day.  
Mr Green has more for breakfast than Mrs Green. 
 
The Greens leave the house before 8:00 every day. 
They go to work at about 8:00. 
They leave for work just before 8:00. 
 
Mrs Green takes her car. 
Mr Green takes the train. 
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The Little Lines procedure 
 
Rod stories for beginners and low-level students benefit from the use of the ‘Little Lines’ procedure. This 
helps students to hold the sentence in their minds for the duration of a period of work, and of course, 
usually for longer.  
 
To end the work on the story of the Greens’ morning activities, I would probably use this procedure. 
Supposing the students have said: 
 
It’s seven o’clock. The alarm clock’s ringing. Mr. and Mrs. Green are waking up. 
 
I draw on the board a series of lines about eight cm long, each line corresponding to one word in the story 
as it was constructed by and with the students in this class. I make the punctuation very visible since it 
guides the students as they read. The three sentences above would look like this:  
 
— — — — •     — — — — — •     — — — — — — — • 

 
I can add a few cues if I think it is necessary.  
 
— — 7 — •    — — — — — •    — — — G — — — • 
 
With my pointer, I get the class to read the sentence, pointing logical groupings of words as we go along. I 
put the pointer at the beginning of the group of words to be read, and then loop it across in a single 
smooth movement under the words I want the students to keep together. I hold the pointer still until the 
class reaches the end of the group, then loop it on through the next group of words. I can regulate the 
speed at which the students read by changing the speed of my pointing. 
 
The whole sequence can be repeated several times until it sounds English. 
 
I build each part of the sentence carefully as we go along, so that the students are quite sure what each 
little line represents.  
 
When sentences are longer, I might break them up into breath groups on the board as a further clue to the 
students, who can more easily see where we are in the reading. 
  
Now, it’s five past seven. Mr. and Mrs. Green are getting up. Mr. Green is going to the bathroom. 
Now he’s having a shower. Now he’s shaving. Now he’s getting dressed.  
 
— , — ’— 5 — — •      — — — G — — — •        — G — —— — — •  
Now, —’— — — — •      —, —’s — •       — , — — — — •  
 
When the story is revisited some time later, using the trigger ‘Every day’, it might have become this: 
 
Every morning Mr. and Mrs. Green get up at seven o’clock. Mr. Green goes and has his shower while Mrs. 
Green goes to the kitchen and begins getting breakfast ready.  
 
— — , — — —G —— —7—•      — G — — — — — while — — — — — — and — — — — •  
 
This technique helps students become more fluent in their speaking.  
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The same story several times 
Rod stories can be used with very low level students, and then revisited later in the course as the students 
develop the capacity to use the language in more sophisticated ways.  
 
For example, When more complex verb forms have been introduced, it is useful to revisit the Greens, 
making sentences such as When Mr Green has finished shaving, he’ll go to the kitchen and have breakfast. 
Later again sentences such as Mr Green had finished having breakfast before he put on his coat are possible 
if necessary. 
 
The train station 

 

 
The train station: the Greens are arriving at the station 
just as the train is pulling in. They can be made to catch 

the train or to just miss it, or both, on different days. 

 
 

More complex rod stories 
 
Rod stories can become more complex and in doing so move on from the use of rods to illustrate them. In 
what follows, the stories of the Blues and the Browns illustrate this process. Parts of these two stories 
might be illustrated by using rods, though much might not be. 
 
Mr and Mrs Blue 
Mr and Mrs Blue and their children live in a big house. 
 
There are eight rooms in their house. 
Downstairs, there's a kitchen, a big living-room and a play-room for the kids. There's also a toilet and a 
shower. The den is downstairs, too. 
 
Mrs Blue gets breakfast ready in the kitchen. She prepares breakfast there. The Blue family usually has 
breakfast there, too. 
  
They often eat their other meals in the living-room. Sometimes they put the TV on while they are eating. 
  
The children don't always put their toys away when they have finished playing with them, so the play-room 
is often in a mess.  
 
The den is Mr Blue's favourite room. When he wants some peace and quiet, he usually goes to the den. He 
likes reading in the den. He has his computer there, too. 
 
Upstairs, the Blue's house has five bedrooms. The parents sleep in the master bedroom. Each of the 
children has his own bedroom. There's also a spare bedroom for family friends. 
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There are two bathrooms upstairs, one for the parents and one for the children. The parents have a small 
bathroom upstairs. The children have a big bathroom. 
 
Mr and Mrs Brown 
Yesterday, after waking up and getting up, Mr and Mrs Brown went into the bathroom and got washed. 
Then, they went into the kitchen to get breakfast ready before going into the children's room.  
 
They woke the children up by saying: "Children! It's time to get up! Hurry up!" Only one of the children 
woke up, so the parents opened the shutters. Then the other two woke up. 
 
As soon as all three children were awake, they went into the bathroom to get washed and dressed. Then, 
they went into the kitchen because they were hungry, and they had their breakfast.  
 
They had bacon and eggs, bread and marmalade. The children drank milk and orange juice. The father and 
mother drank coffee and tea. After breakfast, the parents took everything off the table and put the dishes 
in the dishwasher while the children went to their room to get their things. 
 
When everybody was ready, they all left the house together at the same time and Mr Brown locked the 
door. They got into the car and Mr Brown drove the children to school. The children got out of the car and 
went into the school. After that, Mr and Mrs Brown went back home.  
 
At ten, the phone rang and George's teacher told them that George was ill. Mrs Brown called the doctor 
while Mr Brown went to the school to pick George up. When Mr Brown arrived at the school, George was 
waiting for him. He got into the car.  
 
Mr Brown asked George what was wrong. George started crying and said he had a headache, a stomach-
ache and a sore throat. When they arrived home, Mr Brown put George to bed and said to him: "Now, 
don't move. Stay in bed. The doctor will be here soon." 
 

Personal stories 
 
Personal stories told by the students constitute an important part of a Silent Way class.  These are very 
simple to begin with, but become more complex as the students improve in their ability to express 
themselves. A personal story is not just someone who recounts his or her life. They are usually built up 
through a series of questions and answers which gradually create the story, just as this would happen in life 
outside the classroom. Many examples were to be found in the People and More People sections of this 
document. Several more are given below.  
 
There is no way of knowing in advance what structures such stories might contain, nor how complex they 
might become. However they usually remain comprehensible by all since the students are constrained in 
what they can attempt to tell by their own level of English. These stories are as varied as the students who 
tell them. 
 
 
 Albert's Trips to Hungary 
- Albert, have you ever been to Hungary? 
 - Yes I have. Several times. 
- When did you go to Hungary? 
 - In 1973, in 1979, and again in 1999. 
 
- When did Albert first go to Hungary? 
 - In 1973. 
 - He first went there in 1973. 
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 - He went back again in 1979 and again in 1999. 
  - So he's been to Hungary three times. 
 
A Trip to Perpignan 
- What did you do last summer, Claude? 
 - I went to a town near Perpignan with my family. 
 
- What did you do after you arrived? 
 - We ate, because we were very hungry.  
 - There were a lot of cars on the road.  
 - As well as that, I didn't have time to stop. 
 
- Was the trip long? 
 - Yes, 680 kilometres from where I live! 
- Were your wife and children hungry and thirsty too? 
 - Yes, they were. 
 
Taking the Plane 
- Do you like flying? 
 - No, I don't. I hate flying. I'm frightened when I take the plane. 
- How about you, Peter, are you afraid when you take the plane? 
  - Yes, I am.  But I'm afraid when I take the train, too. 
- Are you as afraid when you take the train as when you take the plane? 
  - No, a little less.  How about you, Michael? 
   - I'm afraid of both, too. I'm just as afraid when I take the train as when I take   
     the plane. 
 
My father’s trip to Japan 
- My father went to Japan last month. 
 - Why did he go to Japan? 
- He went for his business. 
- He went on business. 
 - Did he go alone? 
- No, he went with a group of people from his company.   
- He met a lot of Japanese people during his trip to Japan. 
 - Did he go to Tokyo? 
- Yes he did.  
- And he also went to Osaka and to Kyoto. 
- He went to Osaka for business and to Kyoto for pleasure. 
 - Kyoto is a beautiful old city. It's the old capital of Japan. 
- My father loved the old palaces and the gardens. 
- He was very enthusiastic about Kyoto, but he didn't like Osaka. 
 - Osaka is a very big modern city. 
 
 A Fire Breaks Out 
Last summer, I was working for a company that produced ice cream. One night, while I was relaxing in my 
room which was near the factory, I saw a lot of light in the sky. I jumped out of bed to open the windows. 
What a surprise! I saw the company’s four trucks in flames! I was afraid, but I remained calm. I went to the 
director’s house and woke him up. He called the fire department. While we were waiting for them to come, 
we tried to put the fire out, but we couldn’t.  
 
Ten minutes later, the firemen arrived. They put the fire out quickly and efficiently. The trucks were badly 
damaged. 
 



38 

 

Parachute Jumping 
In 1990, I did a parachute training course in Strasbourg. It was my third jump and I wanted it to be perfect. 
But as I was falling with my parachute, I missed the drop zone and went off into the woods. I landed in the 
top of a tree. Then I sat there and waited for someone to come and get me. I waited for some time before 
they were able to get me out of the tree. 
 
 My Aunt's Farm 
My aunt lives on a farm not too far from Limoges. My aunt's farm is 5 kilometres west of a small village 
which is 25 kilometres south of Limoges.   
 - How big is her farm? 
- About forty hectares. It's not a big farm. 
 - What do they produce? 
- They make foie gras. 
 - You're lucky! You can get good quality foie gras from her farm. 
- Yes, and duck too. 
My aunt’s parents' house is just down the road. She often goes and visits them. 
 - Where does your aunt do her shopping? 
- She buys her cheese from a lady who lives two houses down the road. She gets her lettuce from the man 
who lives across the road. 
 - What about bread? 
- She gets her bread in the village from the local baker. She buys most of her groceries in the village too.  
 - Where does she buy her clothes? 
- She goes to Limoges for her clothes. Clothes are very expensive in a small village. 
 
 

Using a cartoon 
 
The cartoon on the next page depicts a little boy who runs off while his mother and a friend talk in the 
street. It can be used with many levels and of course, the detail the class can provide depends on the level 
of the students. What follows comes from a class of literate, educated beginners after about 70 hours of 
work. 
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A Little Boy Gets Bored 
Three women were talking together. One of them was with her child.  
 
After a few minutes, the child who was bored and tired of waiting, decided to go for a walk. The women 
didn't notice anything because they were too busy talking to each other.  
 
The child crossed the street where there were a lot of cars. He went onto a bridge, looked over the side and 
threw some stones into the river. Then he ran along the wall of the bridge.  
 
He looked down a manhole, and watched the men working under the street. He visited a construction site 
and watched the builders working on the new building.  
 
Then, he crossed back over the street and went back to the group of women. His mother shouted at him 
because he was standing in the water. But she didn’t know about all the dangerous things he had done. 
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Limericks 
 
Limericks can be very useful for getting students to work on stress and reduction. They are a popular source 
of jokes and word plays in English and many students are happy to be exposed to this part of English 
culture even if they are baffled by the plays on words that are the stuff of limericks. 
  
Here are three examples. 
 
The Old Lady from Ryde 
There was an old lady from Ryde 
Who ate a green apple and died. 
 The apple fermented 
 Inside the lamented, 
And made cider inside her inside. 
 
The Young Man from Bengal 
There was a young man from Bengal 
Who went to a fancy dress ball. 
 He thought he would risk it 
 And go as a biscuit 
And a dog ate him up in the hall. 
 
The young lady named Bright 
There was a young lady named Bright 
Whose speed was far faster than light; 
 She set out one day 
 In a relative way 
And returned on the previous night. 

 
Retelling well-known stories 
 
Retelling well-known stories is an activity which can be attempted even by quite low level classes. Here, the 
aim is to see how to use English as a vehicle for expressing a story which is known to all in their L1. Students 
have no problem understanding the content, and the class is easily kept together by reformulation. 
 
In all story-telling, although there is a common core to the story, there is ample space for invention. 
 
Adults like this activity. Teenagers hate it! It allows a teacher to bring in ritualised vocabulary, which can be 
enjoyable. 
 
 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Once upon a time, there was a little girl who lived with her mother in the middle of a big forest. Her name 
was Little Red Riding Hood. 
 
One day, her mother asked her to take a basket of food to her grandmother who was ill and who lived on 
the other side of the forest. Her mother told her to be careful. "Don’t leave the path. Don’t speak to 
strangers.  Don’t forget to hurry through the forest!" 
   
Little Red Riding Hood kissed her mother goodbye and walked off, singing and dancing, looking at animals, 
insects and birds as she went happily along. After a while, she saw some beautiful flowers growing near the 
path and went over to pick them. 
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Suddenly, the big, bad wolf appeared. He told her what a pretty girl she was and he asked her what she was 
carrying in her basket. She answered that she had some butter, some marmalade, some milk and some 
cake, and that she was taking them to her grandmother. 
 
"Where does your grandmother live?" asked the wolf. "In a cottage on the other side of the forest", said 
Little Red Riding Hood. The wolf said goodbye and ran off. 
 
They each went different ways. The big, bad wolf took a shortcut and ran through the forest. He arrived at 
the grandmother's. He knocked at the door, but the grandmother was sleeping and didn't hear him.  
 
He knocked again and the grandmother woke up and asked who was there. The big, bad wolf answered 
that it was her granddaughter who had brought her a basket of food. 
 
The grandmother said: "Come in!" So he went into the house, jumped on the grandmother and ate her up. 
He then dressed up in the grandmother's clothes and got into her bed. 
 
During this time, Little Red Riding Hood realized she had to hurry up. She quickly reached her 
grandmother's house and knocked on the door. 
 
The big, bad wolf was snoring because the grandmother was difficult for him to digest.  
 
Little Red Riding Hood knocked again and said: "It's your granddaughter! I've brought you a basket of food." 
The big, bad wolf woke up, cleared his throat and, in a high voice like the grandmother's, told her to open 
the door and come in. 
 
When Little Red Riding Hood saw her grandmother, she said: "What big eyes you've got, grandmother!" 
 "All the better to see you with, my dear," answered the wolf. 
 
"What big ears you've got, grandmother!" 
 "All the better to hear you with, my dear!" 
 
"What a big nose you've got, grandmother!" 
 “All the better to smell you with, my dear!" 
 
"What big arms you've got, grandmother!" 
 "All the better to hug you with, my dear!" 
 
"What big teeth you've got, grandmother!" 
 "All the better to eat you with, my dear!" 
And he jumped out of the bed, knocked her to the floor, and gobbled her up. 
 
A hunter who was passing by heard Little Red Riding Hood shouting for help. He went into the house to see 
what had happened. As soon as he saw the big bad wolf, he understood what had happened.  
 
He shot the big, bad wolf and opened his stomach up. Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother were 
still alive! He had saved them. 
 
 


